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STRING TELEPHONE

Besides traveling through air, sound can also travel through solid objects.

MATERIALS

2 paper cups

1 piece of string about 2 meters long
Scissors

1 pushpin

2 paperclips

WHAT TO DO
Poke a small hole in the bottom of each cup with the pushpin.
Thread the string through the holes and tie a paperclip to each end of the string to
ensure that it is secured inside the cup.
Give one cup to a friend, and take the cups far apart, so that the string is tight. Talk

and listen to each other through the string telephone.

QUESTIONS TO ANSWER

What happens if the string hangs loose?

What happens if you hold the string?

What happens if you connect three or four string telephones together?

SUMMARY

When you talk into the cup, you cause it to vibrate. This in turn causes the string to
vibrate, which causes the cup on the other end of the string to vibrate. Whoever is
listening hears the vibrations caused by your voice after they have traveled through
the cups and the string.
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